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The Minneapolis Boulevard project is a testament to the power
of collaboration. In partnership with community leaders and
organizations, our water is cleaner, our pollinators are happier,
and our communities are connected. Metro Blooms, Metro
Blooms Design and Build, Jordan Area Community Council, the
Sunnyside Peace and Prayer Coalition, Northside Residents
Redevelopment Council, and the Liberty Healing Space
collaborated to conduct community engagement and transform
32 boulevards into pollinator gardens that capture runoff.
Four Metro Blooms Environmental Justice advocates, Yirga,
Jaiden, Laila, and Makayla, door knocked in various locations in
North Minneapolis, explaining the wonderful opportunity to
have boulevards redesigned into sustainable, vibrant gardens. If
residents were interested, landscape architect Chris Ototo
would have a consultation with them. Detailed information was
provided to the residents about the boulevards and the healing
properties they provide. The advocates would take in
participant preferences to decide what to plant and all residents
were invited to join in planting. After planting they provided
details on watering and maintenance and followed up with
residents to ask about satisfaction and feedback. We wanted to
know if they needed anything and for us to learn for the future.
Participants were excited about the opportunity and happy it
was offered to their community!

We were able to match funds
from this grant with the Bassett
Creek Lawns to Legumes
demonstration neighborhood
project. Our work took place in
the neighborhoods above.

Why we chose the plants we did?
Plants were selected based on feedback and plant performance in previous
boulevard installations. The plants chosen were Minnesota native plants that
are easy to maintain, sequester carbon & improve air quality, provide food
sources for native insects, filter water & prevent erosion, create wildlife habitat,
and bolster biodiversity.

A cohort of over 25 Northside community members attended our 20-hour Sustainable Landcare
Training. As a part of the training, they planted a boulevard and demonstration garden at the
SunnySide Peace and Prayer Garden in North Minneapolis. This wonderful, diverse cohort had a
wide variety of ages from 5-80 years old! Everyone was excited to learn together and to beautify
their community and environment. This cohort now has the knowledge and experience to teach
others and continue this work with their own communities.
For the boulevard plantings, the advocates participated and residents would sometimes join. The
Metro Blooms Design + Build team excavated, prepped, and mulched the boulevards, removing
a few ash tree stumps as well. A portion of the Sustainable Landcare cohort developed into a
paid planting and installation crew. Bendu Kollie and Lenda George connected with youth from
the All Nations church community to develop this planting and care crew. The crew worked
consistently and completed the planting at 15 of the boulevards in this project. They also
maintained 6 sites following completion and are excited to continue the work in the future.
When we partnered with community sites, like churches and community gardens, we made it a
community event and invited members and friends to join us. We provided stipends for
community members’ time and hard work. The community joining these plantings has been
extremely beneficial. Being able to teach with collaboration has created strong relationships that
we hold close to us!
Being able to participate in this program has been extremely crucial in rebuilding our community
and benefiting our neighbors and environment. We are able to filter our water, prevent flooded
streets, and teach our communitywhile creating beneficial relationships and spaces. We hope to
continue to participate in the program for our own knowledge and learning and for the great
impact on our community.

“This project was a good opportunity to connect with more youth, I had
never planted a garden before doing this..showed it to other kids, and
they think it’s cool and want to learn how to do this…
they will keep this for the rest of their lives.”
Makayla Freeman, Environmental Justice Advocate

“My experience with the project, honestly it was really good. I loved
the planting and being out there with other youth, the same age as
me, who looked like me and were people of color.
Giving back to the community I grew up in,
having the opportunity to garden in the community was super fun.”
Laila Bacon, Environmental Justice Advocate

"(This) was a wonderful learning experience for me. I now know a
lot more about gardens, water, and
the benefits of native plants. I also had a
great time learning and connecting with the people in
the North Minneapolis community."
Yirga Reminick, Environmental Justice Advocate
"For me personally, the experience was
eye opening and powerful.
We got to work directly in our community and serve our community.
We got to learn native plantings hands on, which was really impactful
for me. My biggest takeaway was working within the community and
pay people in the community to make earth better.
Jaiden Ellington-Vasser, Environmental Justice Advocate

Program Participant Testimony: Lenda
2021 participant
We loved helping with the project because it gave us
time with our youth to connect. We had the opportunity
to put our hands in the dirt and work with the soil. Most
of us, and the kids especially, don't have that here. We
had a system - Jamila was really good at reading the
plan, and Akulong would lay out the plants and me and
Bendu and Garjay would pull weeds. Kpadeline would do
digging and the plantings. Jamilla, Kpadeline and
Akulong were the standing Trio that moved the program
to a successful completion. Their determination and
encouragement to the rest of us is worth acknowledging.
The best part was after we would plant or pull the weeds
and we would sit down and talk about what we learned
and our time together.

Program Participant Testimony:
Anthony
2019 participant
Block captain who got his neighbors
involved in the project. Now that the
Boulevard Garden is grown and mature,
he shared that it's really easy to take
care of. He hardly ever has to water it,
because it grows and blooms on it's
own! He told us that neighbors often
walk by to take photos.

Outcomes
• 32 properties in North Minneapolis, including 3
community sites and 4 churches
• 9,625 square feet of native plantings and bioswales
• Led to additional 25 projects planting pollinator
gardens, native trees and shrubs in people’s yards and
at community demonstration sites
•Annual Capture: 444,000 gallons runoff, 1.6 lbs total
phosphorus, 377 pounds sediment

• 25 youth, young adults and community elders
participated in Sustainable Landcare training.
From that group, a cohort of 7 and our 4
environmental and social justice advocates
planted and provided training and maintenance
support to care for boulevards
• 200 residents directly engaged through door
knocking, community plantings and outreach.
Additional residents interested in participating in
the future.

Honored this work was included in the 2020-2024 Northside Green Zone Work Plan

Looking ahead
Verbal interest from residents surrounding 2022
installations to participate next year USFWS interest in
funding training and establishment period care of
boulevard and Lawns to Legumes demonstration
neighborhood plantings
2022 community demonstration sites like the Jordan
Community Garden and the Northside Residents
Redevelopment Council wanting to utilize their sites for
project-based learning to extend the project to others in
2023
Leading insect survey training for participants to see the
outcomes of pollinator plantings

